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the practical and necessary object which they have in view, namely,
the maintenance of command of the Baltic.
On the other hand, for Britain in time of war, the command of the
Mediterranean must be the prime objective. There should be no
difficulty in securing this, even if we were engaged singlehanded
with any one of the Mediterranean Powers, and had at the same time
to watch the debouches from the Baltic and the Elbe. Although
great new British fleets which are now under construction are not
yet ready, there is still an ample superiority of sea-power available
to secure and hold command of the Mediterranean. The develop-
ments which have taken place, and which were described to us by
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Admiralty this afternoon, in
anti-submarine measures and in the anti-aircraft gunnery of our
Fleet, and the structural alterations to our ships against overhead
attack, are such that we may reasonably expect that our great
preponderance of surface craft will make itself fully effective in
future, as it has done in the past. I think it is a safe rule to treat
the sailors of every country as equally brave and skilful, and I
should, therefore, feel confidence in the very large British naval
superiority of numbers which would exist in a war against a
Mediterranean Power. This superiority would become even more
ample if the British and French Fleets were acting in combination.
Presumably, they would be combined, as we shall never make war
except as a result of unprovoked aggression upon us or upon our
ally. Therefore, it seems that an overwhelming superiority will be
available.
Now, there is a school of thought which favours what is called
" sealing up both ends of the Mediterranean," and leaving it as a
closed sea. This policy will, I hope, be rejected by the Admiralty
—I hope particularly by the present First Lord of the Admiralty
who, in a matter like this, may hear the promptings of ancestral
voices.1 To gain and hold command of the Mediterranean in case
of war is a high duty of the Fleet. Once that is achieved, all
European land forces on the shores of North Africa will be decisively
affected. Those that have command of the Mediterranean behind
them can be reinforced to any extent and supplied to any extent.
Those that have no such command will be like cut flowers in a vase.
A hostile Power which had commitments overseas in the Mediter-
ranean could not afford to keep its fleet in harbour ; it would have
to come out to make sure that communications with its forces
1 Lord Stanhope's ancestor, the first Earl (1673-1721) had com rnanded th.e array
in Spain, and under the orders of the Duke of Marlborough captured Minorca
in 1708,
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